A follow-up study of three classes of the Alonzo K Learned High School at Holden, Massachusetts by Stafford, Kathryn Mae
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1949
A follow-up study of three classes
of the Alonzo K Learned High
School at Holden, Massachusetts
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/6311
Boston University
~h P:: ·s 
5-+z,Ht , ,i 
1 
1-< · ,.,, · 
!! 19q o/ 
BOS 'l1 0N UNIVERSB:Y 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
Thesis 
A FOLLOW-UP S'l'UDY OF 'l'HREE CLASSES OF 'l'HE 
ALONZO K. L EARNED HIGH SCHOOL 
A 'I' HOLDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
Submitted by 
Ka tJ!l'ryn Mae Stafford 
(B.S . in Ed ., Worcester State Teachers College, 1943) 
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for 
the Degree of Master of Education 
1949 
tl 
R ' "+'"'n llniverc;ity 
Sct1ool of Education. 
library 
Thesis approved: 
First Reader : J. Wendell Yeo, Professor o~ Education 
Second Reader; Worcester Warren, Professor of Education 
Third Reader: Dugald S. Arbuckle, Assistant Pro~essor 
o~ Education 
ACKNOITLEDGMENT 
The writer wishes to express sincere appreciation 
to Dr. J. Wendell Yeo, Professor of Education, Boston 
University, for his assistance and guidance in directing 
this thesis. 
For permission to conduct the experiment in the 
school system, the writer is indebted to Mr . James R. 
Childs, Superintendent of Schools, Holden, Massachusetts. 
Special thanks are due Mr. Raleigh B. Bubar, 
Mrs. Jessie Smith, and Miss Esther Mathews for their aid 
and co-opera.tion in this study. 
CHAP 'rER 
I. 
TABLE OF C ON'l'ENTS 
PAGE 
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY . ............... . 1 
I. NATURE AND SCOPE OF 'rHE STUDY • • • • • • 1 
The purpose of the study •••••••••• 1 
The problem considered............ 2 
II. ·PROCEDURE •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
III . 
Ques tionnaire used •••••••••••••••• 
Means of distribution ••••••• •• •••• 
Returns receiv ed •••••••••••••.•••• 
Reasons for the response •••••••••• 
JUSTIFICATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Significance of follow-up studies • 
Disadvantages of the program ••.•••• 
Need for follow-up in our schools • 
The benefits of a systemat ic 
follow-up plan •••••••••••••••••••• 
Other reasons for the study ~ •••••• 
IV. TOWN AND SCHOOL SITUATION •••••••••• 
Students surveyed ••••••••••••••••• 
Description of the town ••••••••••• 
The school system of Holden ••••••• 
Course of study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Contents of the following chapters 
3 
3 
3 
4 
5 
6 
6 
7 
8 
8 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
11 
13 
II. PERSONAL INFORl'vlA'i'ION •••••••••••••••••••• 15 
I. GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION OF FORMER PUPILS 
Addresses of these former students 
Reasons for local residence ••••••• 
- i -
15 
15 
16 
.......---
II 
I 
II 
' II 
II 
I 
I 
CHAPTER 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
(Continued) 
PAGE 
II . NiARITAL STATUS •••••••••••••••••••• 16 
Percentag~ married of those 
surveyed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 16 
When these former students married 
after leaving school ••••••••••••• 17 
III . EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF GRADUATES AND 
NON -GRADUATES • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 18 
I. THE SCHOOL'S HOLDING POWER •••••••• 18 
Scope of chapter ••••••••••••••••• 18 
Extent of drop-outs •••••••••••••• 19 
When pupils leave school ••••••.•• 20 
Reasons given for leaving before 
graduation ••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••• 21 
II. COURSES S'l'UDIED BY FORMER STUDENTS 23 
III. 
IV. 
Distribution of courses by graduates 
and non-graduates •••••••••••••••• 23 
POST-HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION . ...... . 
Types of schools at t ended ........ 
Names ru1d locations of institutions 
24 
24 
attended .• • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 27 
Comparison of high school education 
and post-high school activity •••• 33 
OPINIONS OF SUBJECTS S'l'UDIED . . . . . . 35 
Subjects considered of most value • 35 
Subjects considered of least value 38 
Subjects preferred but not studied 41 
- ii -
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
(Continued) 
CHAPTER PAGE 
IV . OCCUPAT IONAL STA'I'US OF GRADUATES AND 
NON -GRADUATES • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 45 
I. OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF FORMER 
STUDENTS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 45 
Significance of data on occupational 
status . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 45 
Proport ion of former students 
currently employ ed •••••••••••••••• 46 
Types of work represented ••••••••• 48 
Means used to s ecure employment ••• 49 
II. EXTENT OF' FORMER STUDENTS' 
SATISFACTION WI TH THEIR JOBS ••••••• 51 
Number of d i fferent positions held 51 
Reasons for changing positions •••• 53 
Expression of job satisfaction •••• 54 
Requests for assistance on job 
adjustment • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 55 
V. STUDENTS ' SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING THE 
SCHOOL PROGRAM •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 56 
I. PROPOSED COURSE CB~NGES •••••••••••• 56 
Sugges tions by former students ••••• 56 
English . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
Foreign languages ................ . 59 
Business • • • • • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • 59 
Science . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • 59 
Trad e s . . . . . • . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 59 
II. SUGGESTED GENERAL CHANGES ••••••••••• 60 
- iii -
~ABLE OF CONTENTS 
(Continued ) 
CHAPTER PAGE 
Chang es concerning t h e s chool as 
a who 1 e • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • . 60 
Valu e o f completion of' high s chool 62 
Study habits • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • 62 
Socia l Arts Cour s e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
VI. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS .............. 63 
I. SUIVIhtARY .................... .. .... 63 
I I . CONCLUS IONS • . . • . . . • . • • • • • • • . • • . • • 63 
I I I. GENERAL FINDINGS ••••••••••••••••• 65 
APPE~~DIX 
A. BIBLI OGRAPHY 
B. ~UES'l1 I ON1iTAIRE 
C. FI RST LETTER USED I N SURVEY 
D. SECOND LET'l'ER USED I N SURVEY 
E. POST CARD FORM USED 
F . CUHRICULUlvi OP THE ALONZO K. LEARNED 
HIGH SCHO OL 
- i v -
LIST OF 'rABLES 
TABLE PAGE 
1. Total Qu estionnaires Sent and Returned . . . . . . 5 
2 . Present Geographic Location of Students 
Polled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 1 5 
3 . Mari t al Status of 196 Graduates and 
Non-Graduates Surveyed •••••••••••••••••••••• 17 
4 . Percentag e and Nu .. rnber of Students Surveye d 
Who Graduated from Holden Hi gh Scho ol ••••••• 1 9 
5 . Total Amount of Time Spent in High Sch ool ;.. 20 
6 . Reas ons Given by Non-Gra duates for Leaving 
Scho ol . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . • • • . . . . • . . . . . . . • . • • • 22 
7. Courses Studied by Former Students Survey ed • 24 
B. Typ es of Schools At t ended after High School • 25 
9 . Names and Locations of Schools Attended 27 
10. Post-High School Activities of Students Who 
Studied the College Prepara t ory Course •••••• 33 
11. Post-High Schoo l Activities of Students Who 
Studied the Business Cours e ••••••••••••••••• 34 
12. Subjects Rated Most Valuable by 196 Polled •• 36 
13. Subjec t s Rated as of Least Ben efit . . . . . . . . . . 39 
14. Subjects Not Studied but Preferr ed by 
Former Students Polled •••••••••••••••••••••• 4 2 
15. Employment Status of Studen ts Surveyed •••••• 47 
1 6 . Types of Work Eng aged In by Former Students • 48 
17. Means Us e d by the Group to Secure Employment 50 
18 . Number of Positions Held Since Leaving 
School • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • 5·2 
19. Reasons Given for Changing Positions •••••••• 53 
20. Job Sa tisfaction of Former Students Survey ed 54 
- v -
II 
I 
II 
II 
LIST OF TABLES 
(Continued) 
TABLE PAGE 
21. Number and Percentage of Those Desiring 
an Interview ..... . ~ '" . .. .................... 55 
22. Suggestions by Former Students Concerning 
Course Offerings •.••••••.•••••••••••••••• 56 
23. General Suggestions Offered by Former 
Students ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·•••• 60 
- vi -
CHAPTER I 
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 
I • NATURE AND SCOPE 01.<' THE STUDY 
The purpose of the study. The purpose of this thesis 
.is to present the results of a follow-up study of former 
students of the Alonzo K. Learned High School at Holden, 
Massachusetts and from these to determine some way to add 
to the succes s of those who vvill leave the school in the 
future. 
The study is concerne~ with how many of these former 
students attended other schools, how many were directly 
employed, and the capacities in which they were employed. 
It also determined how many married and how soon they 
marr ied after they left high school. 'l'he survey, further, 
was designed to indicate those subjects which proved to 
be of the most value, those of the least value, and those 
which these former students now wish they had studied. 
Job satisfaction and the desire ·for guidance were also 
polled. 
This study was designed to give a clearer picture 
of the educational system at the high school in Bolden 
with the aim of determining both its weak and its strong 
points. The favorable aspects of the system will be pointed 
out and suggestions given concerning some of the weak ones. 
The years 1945, 1946, and 1947 were chosen as 
representative ones because they excluded the war years 
- 1-
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and oc curred in a fair ly normal period. 
Many of our institutions of secondary education today 
are designed primarily for pre-college education with a 
few added courses for those who are to be directly employed 
from high school. Many of our curriculums need revision, 
but how is one to know how or to what extent these changes 
are to be made until one has a plan to follow? This study, 
by polling former students to determine their needs and 
how well Alonzo K. Learned High School prepared them for 
the future, is designed to aid in this. 
The problem cons i dered. Many questions were considered 
in this study with the aim of accomplishing the following: 
1. Determine the percentage of students who enter 
the Alonzo K. Learned High School at Holden who 
graduate from it. 
2. Determine the percentage of these former students 
being studied who are now married and how soon 
they married after they left high school. 
3. Ascertain how many of these former students are 
now: students in a school of higher education, 
employed, unemployed, housewives, or in the service 
4. Find out the course followed by these former 
students while they were in high school. 
5. Determine the reason why some of these students 
left high school before graduation. 
6. Determine what schools these former Alonzo K. 
Learned students attend and the geographic location 
of these schools. 
7. Ascertain the school subjects which proved to be 
of the most value to these former students. 
8. Determine those subjects which were of the least 
value to the students polled. 
2 
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9. Secure a list of subjects which these former 
students wish they had studied. 
10. Determine in what g rade ( 9 , 10, 11, or 12) the 
non-graduating former students left hig h school. 
11. Of the employed form~r students, discover the 
type of work which they are doing, h ow they secured 
their emplo~1nen t, and whether or not they a re 
s at isfied with it. 
12. Determine whether or not these former students 
wish to discuss their vocational problems with 
a competent person. 
II. PROCEDURE 
~estionnaire used. A five-p ug e qu es tion:.1J-1.h: e designed 
to obtain ' the desired information was prepared. Since the 
main purpose of this study wa s to determine whether or not 
the training received by students at the Alonzo K. Learned 
High School was adequate to prepar e them for the future, 
and if not, what chang es should be made, the questio~~aire 
was designed with these aims in mind. 
School reg isters for the years 1942-1947 wer e consulted 
and t he names of all students enro l led in the classes of 
1945, 1946, and 19 47 were obtained. 
Means of distribution. Sample questionnaires were 
sent to 12 former students, four from e ach class being sur-
veyed. Since their responses were clear ~~d they had 
evidently experienced no trouble in interpreting the question , 
questionnaires were sent to the remaining 212 former students 
who were asked to take part in the survey. Students in 
3 
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the school were c onsul ted when a ddresses wore not kn own 
and most of the questionnai re s were delivered by the 
students who were asked to call for the c omplet ed form 
within thre e days. If, at the end of the week, the com-
p l eted form had not been received, the student delivering 
it was questioned an d asked to call again fo r it. In the 
few c ase s where the person asked to take p art in the survey 
s eeme d r e luctant t o ~o s o , he we s called on the telephone 
and t he purpose of the study was exp l ained to h im; he 
then usual l y agre ed to do his part to make the survey a 
suc cess. 
In survey ing those students who had left Holden, a 
stamped s e lf-address ed envelope was enclosE;d wi th the 
let t er and questionnaire. If no answer had been received 
a t t he end of a r easonable period of time, depending on 
the d istance which the letter had been s ent, a second 
let t er was sen t a s k ing the person to fill out the enclosed 
questionnaire if he had lost the first one. If, after 
this, s t i ll n o response had been receive d, a postc ard 
was sent ask ing fo r· h:l s cooperation i n the s t udy. 
Re turn s received. Table I is designed t o show 
the number and percentage of questj_onnaires wh ich were 
returned . 
Of the t o tal of 224 ques tionnaires which were sent , 
196 were completed and r eturned, g iving a return of 
8 7 per cent . This ex cellent response of the sta ted 8 7 
4 
per cent was especially high and thus the results are, 
perhaps, more reliable than they would be if they were 
based upon a smaller number of returns. 
Table I. Total Questionnaires Sent and Returned. 
Stu~ent Sent Returned 
Number Per Cent 
Boys 
Girls 
Tota l 
Number Per Cent 
95 
129 
224 
42 
58 
100 
82 
114 
196 
36 
51 
87 
Reasons for the response. The rea~ons for the ex-
cellent response to the survey were mainly four: 
1. Holden is a small town where most of the people 
are known. 
2. The people of Holden are proud of their town and 
their schools and cooperate very well in any 
matters pertaining to them. 
3. The years used 1n the survey were recent ones; 
many of these former students still live in Holden 
and their school experiences are still near to 
them. 
4. This was made a school project; the students 
helped to compile the questionnaires, deliver 
them, call for the completed forms, and assist 
in the tabulation of the results. An eighty-seven 
per cent return on all questionnaires sent would 
not have been possible without this valuable · 
cooperation. 
Most of the returned forms were completely answered; 
in some cases the sections on school subjects of the most 
5 
and the least value were omitted and 27 of those returned 
did not contain any suggestions as to how the Alonzo K. 
Learned High School could have been of more value to 
them. These, however, did not have a marked effect on 
the over-all results which are representative of the 
students polled. 
III. JUSTIFICATION 
Significance of follow-up studies. Hamrin and 
Ericksonlin their book, Guidance in the Secondary School, 
say that: 
There are five distinct values in making · a 
follow-up study of high school graduates. In the 
first place, continued interest in a person after 
he has left a particular institution has a most 
salutary effect upon him. The value of the feeling 
of belonging on the part of the. graduate, of being 
worth being checked upon, can hardly be overestimated. 
Many high school seniors now possess the opposite 
feeling which is characterized by •what difference 
does it make, anyway? Nobody cares.' ••• A follow-
up program may be a powerful motivator if used 
wisely. 
In the second place, the results of such a 
program can be of tremendous significance to the 
individual school in evaluating its own work. If 
schools never follow up their graduates, both 
those who go on to other institutions and those 
who immediately leave school to go to work, how 
can it know where it is weak and where it is strong? 
Suggested changes in curriculum, methodolog-y, and 
gu i dance can be made much more intelligently with 
lshirley Hamrin and Clifford Erickson, Guidance in 
the Secondary School, New York, D. Appleton-Century 
Company, 1939, 318-321. 
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such information at hand. The facts thus received 
may at times suggest changes, at other times cor-
rebate the need for changes otherwise suggested, 
and at still others indicate the wisdom of the 
present policies and practices. In the long run, 
a school is measured by the product which it turns 
out. Ought not the school be interested in keeping 
its finger on the pulse of its graduates? 
The school must demonstrate interest in its 
product if it is to win the confidence of prospec-
tive employers. It is necessary that the school 
continue to contact both the students who are em-
ployed and those who are going on to college. The 
ease with which scholarships and aids are obtained 
by graduates of certain schools is almost in direct 
proportion to the school's reputation for being 
interested in the continued success of its graduates. 
A fourth reason why a follow-up program is 
worth while to a school is that such an endeavor 
promotes confidence on the par t of the community 
toward the school, its administrators, faculty, 
student body, and graduates. All townspeople are 
interes t ed in the success of t he home-town boy and 
girl. When the school is able t o report such 
successes from time to time, the people will be led 
to think, perhaps unconsciously, that somehow or 
other the school has been a factor in the attainment 
of these successes on the part of its graduates. 
A school is often criticized for the failure of 
some one of its graduates to follow the accepted 
social pattern. Wby not have evidence of the suc-
cesses of some o f its gradua tes in order to portray 
the whole picture? 
Finally, a f ollow-up program can be of worth 
to the pupils still in school, especially if t hey 
have some part in the program. One can learn from 
the experiences of others. High school students 
are fully as likely to heed t he suggestions of those 
who have just preceded them as to heed the suggestions 
of their teachers. Interestingly enough, the results 
from follow-up programs frequently show that most 
of the advice given by graduates is very worth while. 
,. 
Disadvantages ,of the program . In his book, Principles 
of Guidance, the author states that t he follow-up is the 
7 
part of the guidance program that is the most difficult 
' to finance and to administer. Arthur J. Jonesl, the 
author, stresses the point that it takes much time and 
money to carry out such a program but the value of these 
projects is being recognized and these studies are stead-
ily progressing. Mr. Jones's book was written 15 years 
t:J.go but the advantages and disadvantages of such a 
study are just as pertinent now as they were then. 
Need for follow-up in our schools. In Principles 
and Techniques of Guidance by D. Welty Lefever, Archie 
M. Turrell, and Henry I. Weitzel2 the authors present 
the belief that the modern school should be conducted 
much as a business and it should know what becomes of 
its product after it has been ttmar·ketedtt. They say 
that a knowledge of the activities of graduates for 
several years subsequent to leaving school might reveal 
the type of information and skills that are useful im-
mediately upon graduation. Areas in which training in 
unmarketable sk±lls is being provided might be discovered 
as well as those important fields in which no training 
is being offered. 
The benefits of a systematic follow-up plan. 
lArthur J. Jones, Principles of Guidance, New York, 
McGraw-Hill Company, 1934, 359-360. 
2n. Welty Lefaver, Archie M. Terr ell, Henry I. Weitzel, 
Principles and Techniques of Guidance, New York, Ronald 
Press, 1941, 452-456. 
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These authorsl list the following advantages of 
such a plan: 
1. For the Graduate. The follow-up question-
aire enables him to register with the employment 
service and hence to be apprised of better oppor-
tunities than the job he now fills; or, if unem-
ployed, to be placed at the earliest opportunity. 
Knowing what value these follow-up studies have 
been to them while still in school, graduates are 
usually glad to give their impressions of changes 
which might have been made in the school offerings, 
or which might be effected in the case of future 
students. 
2. For the Counselor. The follow-up serves 
as a check on the ef'f'ect~veness of his guidance. 
Even though clinical procedures are not possible 
for all students, an approach to this method of 
guidance is made possible by returns from follow-
ups. By having actual statistical information · 
concerning outcomes that follow certain guidance 
procedures, th~ counselor achieves a degree of con-
fidence in his work and a feeling that he is pro-
ceeding on a professional basis. 
3. For the Placement Office. An up-to-date 
file of graduates and former students, both placed 
and unplaced, provides an opportunity to fill vacan-
cies with the right man for the right job. At the 
same time, the placement off icer is in a position 
to adjust the unadjusted to vocational life and to 
see that merited promotions are made. 
4. For the School Administrator or Curriculum 
Coordinator. Valuable information is gained for 
the revision of the curriculum. Follow-up studies 
need not focus on the adequacy of the vocational 
training curriculum alone, but may cut across every 
area of adjustment, whether vocational, avocational, 
emotional, physical, or social. · 
These author's beliefs are presented in t h is study 
because their statements concerning the values of a follow- r--
lrbid, 456-457. 
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up study are the most clear and well-defined of the 
authorities consulted. Their beliefs are similar and 
all agree that much good can come from such a program. 
Other reasons for the study. Holden has never 
done a systematic follow-up study of former students. 
The administrators and faculty of the school have seen 
the need for such a survey and feel that it will benefit 
the school in the future. Holden has a relatively small 
high school (252 students, June, 1948) and the relations 
between students and faculty are good. FoNner students 
participate willingly in such a study because they wish 
to aid their school. Present day students of the school 
should gain much from the opinions of those surveyed. 
IV. TOWN AND SCHOOL SITUATION 
Students surveyed. This study is based on the 224 
who were enrolled at the Alonzo K. Learned High School 
in the classes of 1945, 1946, and 1947. 
Description of the town. Holden is a residential 
town of about 5, 200 people (1947), located six miles 
from Worcester, Massachusetts. Mo st of the residents of 
the town are employed in Worcester industries as skilled 
or semi-skilled workers. 
The school system of Holden. The town has thre e ele-
mentary schools, each serving the first eight grades in 
the educational system. The four-year high school had 
10 
- i an enrollment of 252 students in June, 1948. 'l'he high 
school faculty is made up of ten full-time teachers, a 
princ i ~) al who teaches one class daily, four supervisors, 
and a part-time guidance dire~tor. This part-time guid-
ance is provided by a teacher who spends thre e cl asse s 
daily working with students aiding them in solving their 
vocational, economic, social, or p e rsonal problems. Other 
intere st e d teachers aid in this prog ram and spend out-
o f -school time in part-time guidance. 
Alonzo K. Learned High School is a small school; the 
relationship between students and faculty is an informal, 
friendly one and rapport is usually e asily established 
and maintained. 
Holden has several plans for enlarg ing its school 
f ~cilities; there is a great need for shop work and l a r g er 
domestic science f acilities in the high school but many of 
these changes are not possible at the present time. 
Course of study. The curriculum of a school often 
is a major f actor in determining whether or not students 
will finish hig h school and the grade of work which they 
will accomp lish while in attenda nce. The needs of all 
the students should be considered in planning such a course 
and the maximum benefit for the majority should be the 
aim in such a program. 
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The introductory page to the curriculum of the 
Alonzo K. Learned High School follows. An outline of 
the complete curriculum may be found in the appendix. 
CURRICULUM OF THE ALONZO K. LEARNED HIGH SCHOOL 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
This curriculum is for pupils who are planning 
to enter college, normal school, or a high grade 
nurse's training school. Those who are able to 
complete this curriculum with certificate grades 
in all their subjects may enter those schools ' that 
acqept students witbru.t entrance examinations. 
Pupils should consult with the Principal concerning 
the entrance requirements of the college which 
they are planning to attend. Most colleges require 
15 units distributed as follows: 
English (4 years) 
Foreign Language 
French or Latin 
Mathematics 
(Technical colleges 
History 
Chemistry 
or 
Physics 
(Technical coll eges 
chemistry) 
Electives 
3 units 
3 units 
3 units 
require 4 units 
1 unit 
1 unit 
1 unit 
in mathematics) 
require both physics and 
4 units 
SECRETARIAL CURRICULID~ 
The secretarial curriculQm is designed for 
those who are planning careers as private stenographers 
typists, secretaries, or bookkeepers. Two years 
of stenography are required in this course. Only 
pupils with good ability in Englieh and foreign 
languages should attempt this curriculum. A pupil 
may transfer from the college preparatory curricu-
lum at the end of the sophomore year; in fact, a 
pupil who has taken college preparatory courses for 
two years with courses in French and Latin will be 
bet t er prepared for the mastery of stenography which 
has many characteristics common to foreign languages. 
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SOCIAL ARTS CURRICULUM 
This curriculum is designed for those who 
wish to enter spec ialized vocational s chools, or 
who are planning to terminate t heir f ormal education 
upon graduation. 
The course of study is closely related to such a 
type of study as this . It often is very important in 
determining the type of work which many of the s e former 
students will do after they leave high school . It also 
ma.y determine whether the s tudents were challenged to 
a de gree great enough to help to build desirable study 
habits but not so difficult as to cause a defeated atti-
tude. 
The weaknes s in t he course of study f or the Alonzo 
K. Learned High Schol lies largely in the So c ial Arts 
Course. Here, the courses offered are few and most of 
them are not practical for the type of work which the 
student will do after he l e aves school. One major 
need appears to be more vocational courses set into a 
definite plan de s igned to keep the student in school 
until he graduates and then send him into the world 
prepared as a worker and a · c itizen. 
Contents of the following chapters . The following 
chapter describes certain pertinent characteristics of 
the group survey_ed. ':l.'hese characteristics are important 
fn obtaining an over-all picture of the group being 
studied. 
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Chapter III contains a _study of the educational 
status of both graduates and non-graduates. It is 
i mp ortant to know how many of a schbol's former member s 
further their education after they leave high school. 
The occupational status of these former students 
is studied in Chapter IV. This shows the difference 
between the types of occupation engaged in by a graduate 
as compared with those of a non-graduate. 
In Chapter V are listed the various suggestions 
made by those who took part in the surgey as to how they 
believed the school might be improved. These sugge stions 
apply to changes in subject matter as well as g eneral 
changes concerning the whole school. 
The last chapter, Chapter VI, is a summary of the 
whole survey with a few recommenda t ions resulting from 
the surv ey . 
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CHAPTER II 
PERSONAL I NFORMAT ION 
I. GEOGRAPHIC LOCA'l' ION OF' FORMER PUPILS 
Addresses of these former students. As shown in 
•rable 2, about three-fourths (72 per cent) of the former 
Alonzo K. Learned High School students who shared in this 
study still live in the town of Holden; some (12 per cent) 
have moved to Worcester, the ch ief place of employment 
for most Holden residents, and a few have scattered about 
the United States. 
Table 2. Present Geog raphic Location of Students Polled • 
Place of Residence 
Holden 
Worcester 
Worceste~ County 
(excluding Worcester 
and Holden) 
Massachusetts 
(ex cluding Worcester 
County) 
New En g land 
(excluding Massachuse t ts) 
Outside New England 
Total 
- 15 -
. 
Number 
146 
24 
4 
5 
2 
15 
196 
Per Cent 
72 
12 
2 
3 
1 
8 
100 
Jl 
1: 
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Reasons for local residence. The typically sub-
urban co~munity of Holden has much to offer its residents 
and evidently these young people recognize this and re-
main in the town. Worcester and its suburbs offer g reatly j 
diversified types of employment. Training for these po- J 
sitions is offered in numerous schools and colleges in 
Worc e ster which then place many of their graduates in 
near-by positions. Holden is fortunate in this in that 
the local high school can thus keep in closer contact 
with its graduates, can more eff iciently place former 
students, and by means of surveys, can determine the 
t yp e of training which emplo ;,r ers wish their employees 
to have received. 
II . lv ARITAL S'I'A'l'US 
Percentage married of those surveyed. It is i m-
portant to a school system to know how soon studen ts 
marry after they leave school and the number who marry 
at an early age. This survey includes those who have 
been away from the school for five years (non-graduates) 
as wel l as those who had g raduated in 1947 and so had 
left school only ten months prevj_ously. ThUs, the results 
will be far different from a study in which all of tho s e 
surveyed left s chool at the srune time. 
Table 3 shows that of these former students who 
were surveyed, one-fourth (29) of the girl s and fewer 
il 
than one-tenth (8) of the boys were married . Thus, of 
the total 196 fo r mer students studied , 37 of these were 
married at the time of the survey. 
Table 3 . Marital Status of 196 Graduates and Non-Graduates 
Surveye d . 
Former Married How Soon After 
Studen ts Leaving School 
Number Per Cent 1 Yr . 2 Yr. 3 Yr. 4Yr 
Boys 8 9 1 1 2 
Girls 29 25 17 8 3 
Total 37 34 18 9 5 
When these former students ma r ried after leaving __ 
school. Of the married girls, over one-half (59 per cent) 
married within a year afte r they left high school , but 
one-half of the married boys (4) were not married unt il 
they haa been out of s chool for four years . It is in t er-
4 
1 
5 
esting to note that these four boy s wer e all non-graduates. 
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CHAPTER III 
EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF GRADUATES AND NON-GRADUATES 
I. THE SCHOOL'S HOLDING POWER 
Scope of chapter. This chapter is concerned chiefly 
with the value of their high school training to these 
former students. The survey was designed to determine: 
the courses studied by non-graduates, the courses studi.ed 
by graduates, the courses followed by the students as a 
whole, reasons why non-graduates left school, the post 
high school educational histories of both graduates and 
non-graduates, and the value of subjects studied. In-so-
far as possible, the information was obtained directly 
from school records. The reasons for leaving school and 
the post-school educational records were obtained by the 
questionnaire. 
The information obtained from the questionnaire is 
very valuable but may not, perhaps, be regarded as so re-
liable as that obtained directly from the records. After 
students leave school, they may tend to forget much about 
the courses which they studied; they may be reluctant to 
give the real cause for leaving school or there may have 
been many causes with only one being give. Many of these 
former students who were surveyed have not been out of 
high school long enough .to · kriow which subjects actually 
will prove to be of most \VaJue· to them in their life work. 
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These considerations would suggest that while those 
sections of the study in which the information was ob-
tained directly from the student are important, these 
dat a should not be regarded as of the same value as those 
... in which the information was ob t ained directly from sch ool 
records. 
Extent of drop-outs. The number of pupils who drop-
out of high school before graduation is significant es-
pecially when it is related to the reasons for withdrawal. 
I n this study, the number of thos e leaving before gradu-
ation was obtained directly from the school registers 
but the reasons for t hese withdrawals were taken from 
the questionnaires. 
The Table below shows that of the 196 students 
surveyed, nearly one-third (33 p er cent) did not complete 
their high school training. If the years chosen for the 
survey can be reg arded as typic al, we may draw the gener al 
conclusion from this that nearly one-third of those 
students who enter Holden High School do not graduate. 
Table 4. Percentage and Number of Students Surveyed Vfho 
Graduated from Holden High School. 
S t udents Number Per Cent 
Graduates 132 67 
Non-graduates 64 33 
Total 196 100 
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When pup ils leav e school. Every high school wi s hes 
to have all of its students success fully complete four 
years of training and finally, at the end of that time, 
receive a certificate signifying that the required study 
has been mastered. Unfortunately, only two-thirds ( 67 
per cent) of thes e students accomp lish this. The year in 
whi c h a student leaves school may be of si gnificance in 
the study of t he over-all probl em of drop-outs. 
Table 5, below, indicates that of the 64 studen ts 
who d id not finish their high school vork, the l arge st 
number (26 ) left in their third year . 
Table 5. Total Amount of Time Spent in High Scho ol 
Gr a d e Left Hi gh School Number Per 
Grade 9 12 6 
Grade 10 17 9 
Grade ll 26 13 
Grade 12 9 5 
Gr aduated 132 6'7 
To tal 196 100 
Cent 
It is interesting to note that the average s t udent is 
1 6 at the beg inn ing of his t hird year in high school . The 
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Massachusetts School Law stat es that except for excep tion-
a l c a ses, a student must stay in school until he reaches 
the age of 16. Perhaps many of t hese students never in-
tended to comp lete their high school training and only 
stayed in scho o l un ti l they c ould lawful ly lee_ve. In 
other cas es, a student may have intended to stay but if 
the curriculum offered little of interest to him, there 
might be a t emptat ion to leave and go to work. It is the 
responsibility of the school to p rovide a challeng e to 
these students so t hat they will want to stay in school. 
Heasons given for leaving before g raduation. rviost 
of the non-graduates answered the part of the questionnaire 
in which they were asked to indic a te their reasons for 
leaving school when they did. They g ave the reasons which 
may have been the r eal and principal ones. It should be 
noted , however , that researches in this area indicate 
that alleg ed reasons for leaving school are often dif f erent 
from those later learned to be the real re a sons for leaving . 
'I'his is a weakness in the data set forth in Table 6 in 
that there ar e opinions g iven rathe r than definite im-
pe rsonal replies. 
The reasons most frequently g iven for le aving school 
were lack of interest and entr1:mc e into the services. 
These, in themselves, are not definite and it is necessary 
to know the causes before interp retations c an be drawn 
21 
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from them, Was the student not i nterested because of the 
cur r iculum offered, or because of h is ability ' s not be ing 
consistent with that required by the course of study? Did 
he have physical or mental characteristics which made his 
reactions different from thos.e of most other pupils? Among 
these and other possible reasons would probably be the 
true cause of his withdrawal fr om high school. An inter-
es t ing study might be made on such a problem. 
Table 6. Reasons Given by Non-Graduates for Leaving Scho ol 
Re a sons Given Number Per Cent 
Lack of Interest 24 38 
Entrance into Service 15 23 
Financia l Need 7 12 
I Low Marks 5 8 
I 
Illness 4 6 
Moved 4 6 
Changed to Private School 2 3 
Others 3 4 
Total 64 100 
----------------------------------- ---------------------------
Table 6 shows that 12 per cent left be c ause of 
financial need of the family and eight per cent because 
of low marks. In this latter statement , did the student 
I 
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I 
receive these l ow marks because of lack of interest, or 
lack of provision for individual differences in ability ? 
Other responses were g iven, each important individually 
but not as part of a general survey of t his type. 
I I. COURSES STUDIED BY F'ORIYIER S'l'UDENTS 
Distribution of courses by graduates and non-g radua tes. 
The Alonzo K. Learned High School in Hol d en offer s a 
r a ther t y pical pro g ram of s t udies, divided into the tbr e e 
classifications of Co l leg e Preparatory Course, Business 
Course, and the Manual Arts Group. Students are also 
allowed to elect comb i nations of courses provided the 
election of required courses is met. The information 
for th is p art of the survey wa s obtained from the school 
records. 
'l'able 7 shows that of bo t.h g raduates and non-
graduates, the larg est groups ( g raduates 41 per cent and 
non-graduates 58 per cent) we r e not enrolled in any 
definite course but were taking a combination of two or 
more of t h ose offered. Of the n on-graduates surv eyed, t hree 
per cent studie d the Colleg e Preparatory Cour se wh ile 
forty per cent of the graduates we re enro l led in this 
c ourse o f study . 'l'he numbel' enr olled in both Business 
and Manual Arts is small for both groups. Fourteen 
per cnat of those who graduated were trained for business 
while of the -non-graduates, only 15 per cent were stud ents 
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of this course. Five per cent of the graduates were in 
the Manual Arts Group while 24 per cent of the non-
g r aduates were so enrolled. 
Table 7. Courses Studied by Former Students Surv eyed 
Course Graduates Non-Graduates 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Combination 54 41 38 58 
College Prep. 53 40 2 3 
Business 18 14 9 15 
Manual Arts 7 5 15 24 
Total 132 100 64 100 
From these statistics we may infer that those students 
who are enrolled in definitely preparatory courses are 
likely to complete their high s choo l training. Those who 
do not have a definite aim in their vo c ational choice 
or who have not found curricula offerings in the school 
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which are appropriate to the fulfillment of their objectives 
or needs are, perhaps, more tempted to leave before they 
have completed their training. 
III. POST-HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION 
Types of schools attended. Alonzo K. Learned High 
Sch ool alumni attend many different types of schools 
after they leave high scho ol. Of those surveyed, more 
II 
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(26 students) attended four-year de gree-granting colleg es 
than any other single type of school . Most of the aca-
demic work done after high school graduation was two 
years in length. Table 8, below, shows the types of 
schools which these former students attended. 
Table 8. Types of Schools Attended after High School 
Type of School Number Per Cent Students Who 
Continue Their 
Formal Ed . 
Four-year, Degree-granting 
Colleg es 26 13 24 
Service Schools 21 11 19 
Tr ade Schools (State) 16 8 16 
Junior Colleges 12 6 11 
Business Schools 11 6 10 
Preparatory Schools 10 5 9 
Schools of Nursing 8 4 7 
Art Schools 3 2 2 
Schools of Religious 
Training 2 1 1 
Total 109 56 99 
Table 8 is significant in t hat it shows that of 
all the students surveyed (196), 56 per cent (109) went 
25 
on for further study. The largest groups were those ~26 
students) attending four-year degree-granting colleges and 
the 21 who attended service schools. Those attending 
service schools were 11 per cent of the total in the study 
and 19 per cent of those who studied after they left high 
school. The training received in these schools, in many 
cases, had little or no practical application to civilian 
life. Many of these boys learned to rig parachutes, became 
expert marksmen, or acquired other skills, none of which 
provided training which could be transferred to their 
vocational lives. These 21 in these service schools raise 
the number of those going on for further training and may 
give an erroneous picture of the true situation. It, 
perhaps, would be better to say that of those 196 former 
students who were surveyed, 45 per cent received further 
training for a definite vocation. Sixteen students at-
tended trade schools, some before, and some after completing 
their high school work. Twelve former students attended 
junior colleges and 11 per cent were enrolled in schools 
for business training. Ten of those studied attended 
preparatory schools bef<r.r e entering college, three studied 
at schools of art, and two were enrolled in schools of 
religious training. 
In summary, over one-half (54 per cent) of these former 
students went on for further study; 45 per cent of the total 
received vocational training while 11 per cent received 
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trainino- of the s e rvice t yp e. 
Name and location of institutions attended . The 
type of institutions of hi gher l earning a tt ended by its 
former students is one criterion used in judging a h igh 
school. As revealed in Table 9, below, the Alonzo K. 
Learned High School graduates are accepted at accredited 
college s and approv ed schools. 
Table 9. Names and Locations of Schools Attended 
Typ e and Name of Institution 
Four-Ye ar, Degree-Granting College s 
Boston University 
Boston , Massachusetts 
Clark Univer sity 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
Stat e Teachers' Colleg e 
Framingham, Massachuset t s 
Worc e s ter Polytechnic Institu t e 
Worcester , Massachusetts 
Simmons Colleg e 
Boston, Massachus e tts 
East Carolina Teachers ' Coll e g e 
Greenville, North Carolina 
Mount St . Maryis College 
Eooks e tt, New Hampshire 
nadcliffe College 
Cambridge , Massachuse tt s 
Number Attending 
4 
4 
4 
3 
2 
l 
l 
1 
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Table 9 . Names and Locations of Schools Attended (Con t. ; 
Type and Name of Institution Number Attending 
Four-Year, Degre e-Granting Colleg es (Continued) 
State Teachers' College 
Worcester, Massachuset t s 
Tri-State Colleg e 
Anga, Indiana 
University of Massachusetts 
A.rr$erst, Ni assachuset t s 
university of Vermont 
Burlington, Vermont 
Wheelock Colleg e 
Boston, Massachusetts 
William and Mary College 
Richmond, Virginia 
1 
1 
l 
1 
l 
1 
Total attending Four-Year College s 26 
Service Schools 
Radio-Technician's School (Navy) 
Groton, Connecticut 
Radar School 
Boston, Massachusetts 
3 
2 
Automotive Repairman's School (Army) 2 
Colorado 
Aircraft School 2 
San Diego, California 
Radar School 1 
Virginia Beach, Virg inia 
u.s . Navy Electronics School 
New York City, New York 
1 
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Table 9. Names and Locations of Schools Attended (Con t .J 
'l'ype a.11d Name of Ins ti tu tion Number Attending 
Service Schbols (Continued) 
U. S. Radio School 
No address g iven 
Store-Keep er's School (Army ) 
No address given 
Ei ghth Army Ordinance Schoo l 
'l'okyo, Japan 
Electrical School, Coast Guard 
Groton, Con~ecticut 
Hospital Corps School 
Brainbridge, Maryland 
Aircraft Electrical School 
Mississippi 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
Automotive Equipment Mechanics School l 
Denver, Colorado 
D . S. 'l'echnical '11raining School 
Jacksonville, Florida 
Parachute Riggers' School 
Lakehurst, New Jersey 
l 
l 
I and E Languag e School l 
No address g iven 
Total a ttending Service Schools 
Tr a de Schools 
Worcester Girls' Trade Hi gh School 5 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
Wo~cester Boys' Trade High School 4 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
New England Old Rel iab le Barber School l 
Boston, Massachusetts 
21 
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Table 9 . Names and Locations of Sc~ools At tended (Cont.) 
Type end Name of Institutlon Number Attending 
Trade Schools (Continued) 
Beauticians' School 1 
Worcester, Massachus ett s 
Embalming School 1 
Boston, Massachusetts 
School of Interior Decorating l 
New York City, New York 
Primary Flying School 1 
Bolton, Massachusetts 
Roosevelt Aviation School 1 
Mineola, New York 
Airman's Technical School 1 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
Total attending Trade Schools 16 
Junior Colleges 
Worcester Jun ior Colleg e 
Worcester, Massachuset t s 
Colby Junior Colleg e 
New London, New Hampshire 
Green Moun t a in Junior Col l eg e 
Poultney, Vermont 
Westbrook Junior College 
Portland, Maine 
Lasall JunioJ!• College 
Auburndale, Massachuset ts 
Vermont Junior College 
Montpelier, Vermont 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
Total attending Junior Co1leges 12 
30 
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Table 9 . Names and Locations of Schools Attended (Cont.) 
Type and Name of Institution Number Attending 
Schools of Business 
Becker's Junior Colleg e (Business) 6 
Worc ester, Mas sachusetts 
Salter's Secretarial School 3 
Wor~ester, Massachuse tt s 
Worcester School of Bus iness Science 2 
Worcester, :Massachusetts 
Total attending Schools of Busines s ll 
Pr eparatory Schools 
Classical High School (Post Graduate) 3 
VVorcester, Massachus etts 
North Hi gh School ( Post Graduate) 2 
Worc e ster, Massachus ett s 
Thornton Academy l 
Saco, Maine 
Mount Hermon Scho ol l 
Mount Hermon , Nias sachusett s 
Hebron Academy 1 
Maine 
·wilbraham Academy 1 
vV ilbraham, Massachuse tt s 
Worc ester Academy 1 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
Total attending Preparatory Schools 10 
Schools of Nursing 
Worcester Memoria l Hospital Sch. of 
Nursing 
Worc e ster, Massachusetts 
2 
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Table 9 . Nruae s ru~d Locations of Schools Attended (Cont.) 
Type and Name of Institution Number Attending 
Schools of Nursing (Cont inued) 
Children's Hospital School of Nursing 1 
Boston, Iv:assachusetts 
Boston UniveFsity School of Nursing 1 
Boston, Massachuset t s 
Heywood Memorial School of Nursing 1 
Gardner, Massachusetts 
Simmons Colleg e (Nursing ) l 
Boston, Massachuset t s 
Un i on Hospital School of Nursing 1 
Fall River, Massachuset t s 
Worcester City Hospital - Nursing 1 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
Total attending Schools of Nursing 8 
Sc hools of Art 
Vesper George School of Ar t 1 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Chicago Art Institute 1 
Chicago, Illinois 
Worcester Art Museum School 1 
Worcester, lVIassachuse tt s 
Total attending Schools of Art 3 
Schools of Religious Training 
Baptist Institute 
Phi ladelphia , Pennsylvania 
Baptist Mission Training School 
Chicago, Illinois 
1 
1 
Total attending Sch ools of Religion 2 
Total attending schools after high scho ol 109 
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The schools attended vary in rating, location, 
and type of training offered. Most of the s t udents 
attended schools which were located ne ar to their homes. 
Of the 109 students in schools, 46 attended schools in 
Worcester, a city situated five mi les from Holden and 
40 more were enrolled in schools elsewhere in New England. 
Holden is fortunate in having schools which offer 
diversified types of t raining situated near to it and 
this is doubtless an important factor in accounting for 
the large number of students who continue their education. 
Comparison of high school education and pest-high 
~chool activity. This section is designed to show the 
relationship between high school training and employment 
or training after leaving high school. 
Table 10. Post-High School Activities of Students 
Who Studied the Colleg e Preparatory Course 
Activity 
Four-Year College 
School of Nursing 
Junior College 
Business College 
Art School 
No Further Trainjng 
Total 
Number Per Cent 
23 43 
8 15 
7 13 
3 6 
3 6 
9 17 
53 100 
33 
Table 10 shows that of those who studied the Colleg e-
Preparatory Course, 23 s tudents, or 43 per cent of tho se 
report ing, entered four-year col leges . Twenty-one pupils, 
or 40 per cent entered non-de gree g ranting i nstitut ions. 
The 17 per c ent who received n o further training are 
employed in various positions such as salesmen and factory 
workers. 'l'he se people have received a good cultural 
a ckground but they have not been so fortunate in their 
vo c ational training . 
The Business Course is the only program of vocational 
training offered by the high s c hoo l for h i gh school student • 
It would be expected that a large number o f students would 
choose such a course of s t udy. 'I'able 11 shows that o f thos 
who studied thi s course, near l y one-half ( 45 per cent) 
are emp loyed in some field other than business. 
•rab le 11. Pos t-High School Ac tiv ities of Students 
Who Studied the Business Course 
Activity 
Business College 
Direct Employment in Busines s 
Emp loyment in Field Other 
'l'hen Business 
Total 
Number 
3 
10 
11 
24 
Per Cent 
13 
42 
45 
100 
34 
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Some of these listed as former business students are 
now married and are no long er classified as employ ed 
workers. Others, however, are emp loyed in fields in 
which their vocational training h as been of little value. 
Examp les of this work would be clerking and waitressing. 
Of the 24 studen t s who studi ed the Business Course, only 
ten were directly employed from h igh school. Actually, 
more studen t s from the Alonzo K. Learned High School are 
employed in offices than this would seem to i ndicate 
but these were not from the Commercial Department and 
so we re not prepared in high school for the field of 
bu s iness. I t would appear that the h i g h school need s 
to make greater provision for business education in ord er 
t o me e t the neec;ls of a larger numb er of students t han 
it now provides for. 
IV. OPINIONS OF' SUBJEC'l'S S'I'UDIED 
Subjects considered of most value. These former 
students who were polled were asked to i ndica te those 
high school subjects whi ch have been of the most value 
to them. In answering this, the respondents evidently 
cons idered t he question l argely from a vocational p oint 
of view. The subjects designed to prepare a p erson for 
an occuoation were rat ed higher than were those whic h 
a dd ed only to a person's general knowledge. Table 12 
lis t s the subje c t s in the order in which they were ra t ed, 
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by the 196 former students who took part in the survey. 
Table 12. Subjects Rated Most Valuable by 196 Polled 
Subject Number Per Cent 
English 90 46 
Typewriting 42 21 
Biology 38 19 
Algebra I 37 19 
Chemistry 35 18 
General Science 34 17 
Mechanical Drawing 29 15 
Physics 27 14 
United States History 26 13 
Plane Geometry 25 13 
Algebra II 23 12 
Physical Education 22 ll 
Bookkeeping 21 11 
Problems of Democracy 21 11 
Latin 19 10 
Sewing 17 9 
French 16 8 
Shorthand 16 8 
Modern History 15 8 
World His tory 15 8 
II 
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\ ~ Table 12. Subjects Rated Most Valuable by 196 Polled (cont. 
Subject Number Per Cent 
Cooking 12 6 
Trigonometry 11 6 
Music 10 5 
Solid Geometry 9 5 
Art 8 4 
Spanish 5 3 
Opinions or pupils concern ing subjects or greates t 
and less value cann ot be full y accounted for since many 
subtle influences would influence their judgments. Many 
of these results, for example, may have been influenced 
by the feeling of students toward the teachers of these 
subjects. The students, in some cases, may have rated 
more valuable those subjec ts which were taught in a con-
genial atmosphere by a well-liked teacher. The reliability 
of the results may be limited also by the fact that many 
of those polled are not yet employed; they have not yet 
had a chance to determine in a practical way those subjects 
which will be of the most vocational value to them. The 
information presented here should be considered with this 
in mind. In spite of these, however, the study is of 
value. The subjects rated highest are the most popular 
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courses in the school and show a relationship to vocations. 
The signific~nt subjects of those rated highest are 
English, typewriting, biology, algebra I, chemistry , 
general science, ~nd mechanic al drawing. Nearly one-half 
(46 per cent) said that English was of the most value to 
them while over one-fifth (21 per cent) chose typewriting. 
Nineteen per cent thought that biology and algebra I 
were valuable and 18 per cent chose chemistry. General 
science was named by 17 per cent of the former students 
and 15 per cent indicated mechanical drawing . The wide 
spread choice of Englieh may be partially explained by 
the fact that all students are required to study it, but 
students do not have an opportunity to study all of the 
otheF s and therefore are not qualified to judg e those 
which they have not studied. 
The significance of this section lies in the vocational 
nature of those subjects which were rated the highest. 
Subjects considered of least value . The students 
polled were asked to indicate those subjects which proved 
to be of the least value to them . All of the limitations 
which wer e discussed under the preceding section apply 
to these subjects also. There is an inverse relationship 
between the subjects of most value and those of the least. 
Many of those appearing in the latter part of Table 12 
are found high on the list of those of the least value. 
11--
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-Table 13, below, lists the subjects rated as of 
least value by the students who took p art in the .surv ey . 
Table 13. Subjects Rated as of Least Benefit 
Subject Number Per Cent 
Al g ebra I 26 13 
French 25 13 
Plane Geometry 21 11 
United States History 21 11 
World History 21 11 
Latin 21 11 
Biology 18 9 
Chemistry 16 8 
General Science 16 8 
Sp anish 14 7 
Bookk eep ing 12 6 
Iviechanic al Drawing 11 6 
Al g ebra II 9 5 
Art 9 5 
Modern History 9 5 
Music 8 4 
Shorthand 8 4 
Problems of Democracy 7 4 
English 5 3 
Physical Educat ion 5 3 
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Tahle 13. Subjects Rated a s of Least Benefit (con t.) 
Subject Number Per Cent 
Physics 4 2 
Typewriting 4 2 
Cooking 2 1 
Sewing 2 1 
Civics 1 .5 
Ivlus ic 1 .5 
Practical Geometry 1 .5 
Solid Geometry 1 .5 
Trigonometry 1 .5 
A comparison of Tables 12 and 13 shows that there 
were fewer students who indicated subjects of little 
value than there were student s who reported subjects of 
more benefit. More subjects a r e listed in Table 13 than 
in Table 12 but fewer responses are recorded. Algebra I 
was rated as of most value by 19 p er cent and as of least 
value by 13 per cent. Algebra may be of much value to 
t hose in technical work and of little vocational aid to 
o t hers. French was considered valuable by 8 per cent and 
as of least value by 13 per c ent. Those s t udents who 
continue their education probably find French necessar y 
in college work while those who are employed would have 
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little use for it. Plane geometry was valuable to 13 
per cent and of little value to 11 per cent. Her e, again, 
a person's position at the time of the survey would 
influence his choice. 
Subjects preferred but not s tudied . The former 
students polled were asked to indicate those subjects 
which they would have preferred to take but did not. 
Some of those listed are taught in the Alonzo K. Learned 
High School. Table 14 suggests, however, that other 
courses not now offered would have been helpful to these 
former students. 
Table 14. Subjects No t Studied but Preferred by Former 
Students Polled 
Subject Number 
Shorthand 19 
Trades 19 
Typewriting 18 
Trigonometry 
Bookkeeping II 
Office Machines 
Physics 
Auto Mechanics 
Plane Geometry 
8 
8 
7 
6 
5 
5 
Solid Geome try 5 --~l~=-======tr=== 
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Table 14 . Subjects Not Studied but Preferred by Former 
Students Polled (continued ) 
Subject Number 
Spanish 5 
Algebra II 4 
Art 4 
General Science 
Mechanical Drawing III 
Psychology 
Algebra I 
Biology 
Business Law 
Cheml s try 
Civics 
Cooking 
Economics 
Music 
Public Speaking 
Sewing 
Aviation 
Filing 
-"-Modern H~story 
Spanish 
Anatomy 
Bookkeeping III 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
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Table 14. Subjects Not Studied but Preferred by Former 
Students Polled (continued) 
Subject 
\ 
Building and Contract i ng 
Ca lculus 
College Indoctrination 
Contemporary, Liter ature 
Court-room Stenography 
Creat ive Wr iting 
Current Affairs 
Economic s 
English Grammar 
Electricity 
French I 
French II 
French III 
French IV 
Home Nurs ing 
Latin III 
, Physiology 
Practical Al g ebr a I 
Printing 
Problems of Democracy 
Radio 
Re ading Comp rehension 
Number 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Table 14. Subjects Not Studied but Preferred by Former 
Students Polled (continued) 
Subject Number 
Sociology 1 
United States Rtstory 1 
World History 1 
Zoology 1 
Russian 1 
The first ten subjects listed are of a vocational 
nature . Ten per cent ~f the students would have studied 
trades, ten per cent, shorthand; and ten per cent type-
writing if the~ were to choose again. Four of the ten 
subjects· (shorthand, typewr-iting, bookkeeping II, and 
office machines) listed are of a business nature. As 
previously suggested, the Alonzo K. Learned High School 
needs a larger business department than one which trains 
I 
14 per cent of its graduates . The boys realize the need 
for instruction in the trades and would have studied them 
if they had been offered. 
The list, in its entirety, is interesting . It suggests 
the kinds of educational needs which have been felt by 
former students but which, _to their minds, were -not ade-
quately met in high school. Such a list may suggest clues 
for curriculum revision. 
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CHAPTER IV 
OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF GRADUATES AND NON-GRADUATES 
I. OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF FORMER S1~DENTS 
· significance of data on occupational status. This 
latter part of the survey is concerned with the occupations 
of these former students. A school must know what its 
former students are doing in order that it may prepare 
its pupils of the present and future for a similar type 
of work. Frederick c. Seamster1 in his Handbook on 
Occupational Information and Guidance says: 
· What are follow-up studies and what is their 
value? ~regressive school administrators and 
teachers are coming to hold the view that the 
school's responsibility to youth does not end 
when the formal academic relationship is termi-
nated, whether by graduation ·Of the student or 
other reasons for his leaving the school environ-
ment. There is need for evaluating the work of 
the school in terms of the experiences of the 
students after they are out of school. Any school 
wishing to adjust its program so as to make it 
contribute to the assured and probable future 
needs of its students will strive to learn as 
much as possible about the nature and kinds of 
activities these students will engage in and the 
problems they will of necessity face in the future 
occupational, home, civic, and social relationships. 
This can be done in part at least through determin-
ing what has happened to the group of youth who 
have already left school. The controlling as-
sumption is that youth who are now in school will 
face similar problems to those who have left. 
Then, too, much good will, as well as education 
of the young in gaining new insights into the need 
for even greater attention to education as a social 
1Frederick C. Seamster, A Handbook on Occupational 
Information and Guidance, Missouri, Department of Public 
Schools, 1941, 57. 
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and an economic force in the community, state, 
and nation, ~ill most probably be developed and 
future educational problems will more readily be 
solved because of the increased understanding 
which will inevitably result. 
A well organized business man uses his past experi-
enc e s an d r e sults to p lan for improvements in the future; 
'· if our schools may be likened to a business, t hey, too, 
should profit by a similar procedure. Our schools are 
j u dged largely by their end results - occupational 
preparation should be considered one of these and this 
should be systematically studied with the aim of im-
provements. 
Proportion of former students currently employed. 
Table 15 shows that over one-half (53 per c ent) 
of these former s t udents are employed; most of them 
are directly employed after high school. In view of 
this, it is important that high schools consider occu-
pational preparation as one of their aims in the over-
all educat ion of the youth of today . 
Nearly one-eighth (24) of these former students 
who were polled are home-makers; 18 of them devote all 
of t heir time to the care of their homes and families 
and six are also employed outside their homes. These 
girls should have had ins t ruc t ion in sewing, cooking , 
home management, fami ly relations, child care and o ther 
related fields that would have enabled them to be better 
wives and mothers . Of those girls polled who are married, 
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only ten had had any systematic instruction in school in 
the field of home-making. 
Table 15. Employment Status of Students Surveyed 
Status Number Per Cent 
Employed 111 53 
Student 47 24 
Housewife 18 9 
Service 16 8 
Housewife and also Employed 6 3 
outside the Home 
Unemployed - Seeking Work 4 2 
Unemployed - Not Seeking Work 4 2 
Total 206 101 ~~ 
* Some of those polled were rated in more than one category 
such as Housewife and Housewife Employed outside the Home. 
Of the 196 former students responding to the survey, 
eight per cent (16) are in the service. None of these 
are now planning to make the service their c areer but all 
indicated that they considered the experience a valuable 
one. 
The survey showed that of the eight polled as un-
employed, four were seeking employment and four were not. 
Those four who were seeking employment had been working 
since they left school and were seeking a specialized 
47 
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t ype of work. 
Types of work represented. In Table 16 is presented 
the types of wor~ done by both graduates and non-graduates. 
This classification wa s taken from the Dictionary_ of 
Occupational Titles. This table does not contain any 
listings unde1~ the Professional and Managerial titles; 
this is a weakness of this study because it represents 
a sampling of such a r•ecent group that it was not possible 
for professional people to have been trained. A survey 
made of this same group ten years later would probably 
show a much different occupational grouping. 
Table 16. Types of Work Engaged In By Former Students 
Occupational Classification 
Professional and Managerial 
Clerical and Sales 
Service (Personal, Domestic, 
Protective, Building) 
Agricultural, Fishing 
and Forestry 
Skilled 
Semiskilled 
Unskilled 
Total 
Graduates 
No. Per Cent 
0 0 
52 43 
18 15 
0 0 
~2 10 
29 23 
11 9 
122-::- 100 
~- These represent all of the positions held 
Non-Graduates 
No. Per Cent 
0 0 
22 22 
24 25 
5 5 
2 2 
43 44 
2 2 
98~*- 100 
since high schoo ] . 
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This part of the study shows that of those surveyed, 
a larger percentage of graduates are employed in clerical 
and sales work than are the non-graduates (graduates, 
43 per cent; non-graduates, 22 per c ent). The greatest 
n~unber of non-graduates are engaged in semi-skilled work 
(44 per cent) and this is the second largest grouping 
for the graduate group (23 per cent). In the unskilled 
grouping, 11 graduates (nine per cent) are listed, but 
there are only two (two per cent) non-graduates in this 
classification. 
This study is on much too small a scale from whfu·h 
to draw broad conclusions but it might be reasoned that 
of the group studied, many of those who graduate from 
high school and do not go on for further study, find 
employment either in the fields of clerical and sales 
work or in a semi-skilled type of occupation. Mo s t of 
those who do not graduate from high school are employed 
either in service or in semi-skilled work . In both cases, 
it is interesting to note the small numbers who enter the 
fields of agriculture, fishing, or forestry (graduates - 0; 
non-graduates - 5). 
Means used to secure employment. Table 17 shows the 
way in which the group surveyed obtained their positions. 
The methods given by this group are probably largely 
11 determined by the fact that the group live, or lived, in 
I 
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a small residential town and many of them sought employ-
ment near-by. 'rhus, in many cases, the person applying 
for a position knew the employer before the application 
was made. This might have been a factor in having 
62 per cent obtain their positions by personal application 
and only five per cent through the services of an employ-
ment agency. 
Table 17. Means Used by the Group to Secure Employment 
Method Used Number Per Cent 
Personal and iJVritten 89 62 
Application 
Friends 33 23 . 
School Placement 10 8 
Massachusetts Employment 6 4 
Service 
High School Principal 2 1 
Request from Employer 2 1 
Employment Agency 2 1 
Total 144 100 
The above table shows that the majority of students 
obtain their positions either through personal or written 
applications (62 per cent) or the aid of friends (23 per cent • 
This information was obtained by means of the question-
naire. The phrasing of this section might have been i mproved 
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if "Personal Application 11 were not one of the means which 
was suggested. Most people, probably, eventually make 
a personal application for a position, either personally, 
in writing, or both. The information desired was the 
sou.rce of information concerning the available job. As 
a result of this, the 62 per cent indicating personal 
application as their means of securing employment may 
be higher than it actually should be. 
Many of these former students who were polled work 
for the same employer. Listings of employers who hire 
Alonzo K. Learned High School graduates and former students 
should be valuable in the placement of students in the 
future. 
An interesting survey might be made of employer 
reaction to these employees. It should be valuable to 
the school to determi ne the preparation it should give 
to students in order to best prepare them for future 
employment. 
II. EXTENT OF FORMER STUDENTS' SATISFACTION WITH THEIR JOBS 
Number of different positions held. An interesting 
part of the survey was the section in which former students 
were asked to indicate the number of different positions 
which they had left since leaving high smool. In studying 
the results of this part of the study as presented in 
Table 18, it is important, however, to realize that the 
8 ""'t"n Umversl~ · 
School f EducatiO!l 
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average former .student in this group has been out of 
school for less than two years. In many cases, he may 
not yet know 'the type of work which he desi:r es and so he 
may move readily from one position to another until he 
finds the job satisfaction which he seeks or he may have 
been employed for such a relatively short period of time 
that he has not yet had a chance to make many changes. 
Here, again, a study made of this same group ten years 
later would probably give entirely different results. 
Table 18. Number of Positions Held Since Leaving School 
Number of Positions Students Per Cent 
Reporting 
One 68 50 
Two 33 24 
Three 19 14 
Four 13 10 
Five 1 1 
Six 1 1 
Total 135 100 
The above table shows that these people surveyed did 
not change readily from one position to another. One-half 
(50 per cent) have stayed on in their initial positions; 
nearly one-fourth (24 per cent) have made one change; and 
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of the other one-fourth, 19 are now in their third position, 
thirteen in their fourth, one in his fifth, and one in 
his sixth. 
Reasons for changing positions. Reasons were given 
for changing from one position to another. Probably, in 
many cases, there were reasons other than those listed 
in Table 19 in this survey. Perhaps the more obvious 
and 11 soclally acceptable" ones were given. 
' .. 
Table 19. Reasons Given for Changing Positions 
Reason 
Better Position 
Disliked Work 
Return to School 
Laid Off 
Illness 
Marriage 
Unsatisfactory Wages 
Joined Services 
Discharged (Services) 
Death of Employer 
Purchased Own Business 
Moved 
Unrest - Desire for a Change 
Total 
Number 
27 
22 
17 
17 
115 
9 
7 
5 
5 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Per Cent 
23 
19 
15 
15 
8 
6 
4 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
100 
53 
The chief reasons for changing positions were oppor-
tunities for better positions (23 per cent) and dislike 
for the work (19 per cent). Fifteen per cent were either 
discharged or released because of lack of work and only 
four per cent left because of unsatisfactory wages. 
This information was obtained from the questionnaire 
and so represents responses of individuals to a subject 
which might be colored with personal feelings. Thus, 
the results cann ot be judged to be as conclusive as those 
obtained directly from school reports. 
Expressions of job satisfaction. . The students were 
asked on the questionnaire to indicate the degree of their 
job satisfaction. The results from this part of the 
survey are listed in Table 20, below. 
Table 20. Job Satisfaction of Former Students Surveyed 
Degree of Satisfaction Number Per Cent 
Entirely Satisfied 67 56 
Somewhat Satisfied 41 34 
Somewhat Dissatisfied 8 7 
Very Dissatisfied 3 3 
Total 119 100 
Several theories might be advanced as to the reason 
for at least partial job satisfaction on the part of 90 
54 
per cent of those in the study. Perhaps one of the most 
important is the demand for employ-ees at the present time 
and the opportunities offered these workers to change 
positions when they become dissatisfied. Another study 
might be conducted on the reasons for this satisfaction, 
or lack of it. 
Requests for assistance on job adjustment. The 
former students who were surveyed were asked whether or 
not they wished to discuss their educational and vocational 
problems with a competent person. Many who answered 
this in the negative were in schools and signified that 
they had counseling facilities in their own institutions. 
The number replying and their answers are listed in Table 21. 
Table 21. Number and Percentage of Those Desiring an 
Interview. 
Interview 
Yes 
No 
Total 
Number 
31 
96 
12? 
Per Cent 
24 
76 
100 
The above table shows that nearly one-fourth (24 per 
cent) of those surveyed wish a vocational interview. 
This represents 31 people, for many of those taking part 
in this study did not indicate their wishes concerning this . 
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CHAP 'l'EH V 
STUDE:NTS ' SUGGESr.i'I01\TS FOR I 1Vll:'ROVE1V!EN'l'S IN SCHOOL PH.OGRA!vl 
I. FROP OSED COUH.SE CHANGES 
~estions by former students. Most of the sug-
ge s tions offered were pertinent ones, and although many of 
them are not possible at the present time, the need for 
their being carried out in the future does exist. 
The suggestions given below in 'l' able 22 are divided 
into departments; the figure foll owing the sug gestion 
indicates the number otl returns on which each sug g estion 
apn e ared. 
Table 22. Suggestions by Former Students Concerning 
Course Offerings. 
Suggestions Number of Returns on 
Which Sugg es tions Appeare 
English 
More English r hemes 11 
More Outlining Practice 10 
lVlore English Grammar 3 
Courses in Reading Comprehension 2 
Courses i n Writing Letters 1 
of Application 
:More Frequent Essay Type Tes t s 1 
More Vocabulary Work 1 
More Drill in Spelling 1 
Revised Liter a t ure Cours e 1 
Course in Business English 1 
Cours e in Current Literature 1 
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Table 22. Suggestions by Fo~ner Students Concerning 
Course Offerings (continued) 
Suggestions Number of Returns on Which 
Suggestions Appeared 
Foreign Languages 
Teach for Speaking, rather than 
just Reading Ability in Foreign 
Languages 
Business 
Required Course in Typewriting 
More Commercial Courses 
Courses in Business Machines 
Training in Business Conduct 
Home Economics 
More Complete Courses including 
Catering and Interior Decorating 
Require Home Economics Courses 
for all Girls 
Course in Child Care 
Sciences 
3 
18 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 
1 
More Laboratory Work in Physics and 5 
Chemistry, done by Students 
More Intensive Study in Sciences 3 
More stress on Theory in Chemistry 3 
Include more Sciences in Curriculum 2 
Social Sciences 
Required Classes in Problems of 8 
Democracy 
Required Classes in Curren t Affairs 5 
More Essay-Type Questions 4 
Mechanical Drawing 
Include Mechanical Drawing III 
in the Curriculum 
4 
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Table 22 . Sugg estions by Former Students Concerning 
Course Offerings (continued) 
Sugg estions Number of Returns on Which 
Suggestions Appeared 
Art 
More Comprehensive Art Courses 
Trades 
More Trade Courses 
Courses in Aviation 
Public Speaking 
6 
7 
1 
Require Courses i n Public Speaking 3 
English. Table 22 contains more suggestions for 
improvements in English than in any other field. There 
are several possible reasons for this: everyone is 
required to study English; therefore, everyone who has 
spent any time at all in high school would probably feel 
qualified to make sugg estions concerning this subject. 
Because English is used by everyone who speaks this 
language in his working and social life, his deficiencies 
in this field are more accutely felt than would be weak-
nesses in some other subjects. Students entering colleg e 
are usually required to study English and inadequacy 
in this field may be sharply felt. 
The suggestions given for improving instruction in 
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English are practical; the two leading ones are more 
En glish themes and more p-ractice in outlining. 
Foreign languages. Similar suggestions for improved 
instruction in foreign languages were offered. Three· 
of those resp onding suggested that foreign languages b e 
taught for speaking rather than just reading ability. 
A student who did not attend colleg e would probably 
have more opportunity to converse in a foreign language 
than he would m 'Ve to read it. 
Business. The business course at the Alonzo K. Learned 
High School is the only purely vocational course offered 
by the school. Many students (18) would have preferred 
to have had a required course in typewriting and five 
desired a more varied offering of business courses. 
Science. In the field of science, five desired more 
laboratory work in phy sics and chemistry - here again, 
the student s prefer to apply the practical to the theo-
retical. 
Trades. Seven former students indicated that they 
would have preferred more instruction in preparation for 
the trades. It is interesting to note that every student 
making this response left before he completed his high 
school work. Possibly, the reason for withdrawal was 
lack of interest in the subjects offered by the school. 
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II. SUGGES'l'ED GENERAL CHANGES 
Changes concerning the school as a whole. The 
response concerning general sugg estions for the school 
was especially good. Many of the responses were concerned 
with major problems in the field of education today. 
Some are problems to which there is not ~ny definite 
answer but they must be considered in any discussion of 
school problems of the present time. These suggestions 
are listed in the order of their frequency in Table 23. 
Table 23. General Suggestions Offered by Former Students. 
Suggestions Number of Returns 
on Which Suggestion 
Appeared 
Suggestions Concerning the School 
in General 
Stress the Importance of a 23 
High School Education 
Require Students to Study Harder 18 
Offer More Courses in the 12 
General Curriculum 
Require Courses in Family Relations 8 
and Marriage 
More Guidance - Vocational and Personal 8 
Stricter Discipline in the School 3 
Better Arrangement of the Curriculum, 3 
Making for Few.er Conflicts 
Show Students the Relationship 3 
between Subjects 
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Table 23. General Suggestions Offered by Former Studen t s 
(continued) 
Suggestions 
Other Suggestions 
Have the Faculty Show More 
Interest in Studen ts 
Offer a Larger and More 
Varied Curriculum 
Foster Better School Spirit 
Change the Attitude of Students 
from that of Ridicule tow.ard 
High Marks 
Sponsor Nursing Group to Aid 
the Hospitals 
Give More Individual At t ention 
to Students 
Have Fewer School Activities on 
School Nights 
Teach Students how to Concentrate 
Teach Students to Think, rather 
than to Memorize 
Sponsor more Clubs 
Present to the Students a Series of 
Lec tures on Different Occupations 
Provide On-the -Job TraL~ing for 
Definite Occupations 
Inter es t more Students in Becomi ng 
Teachers 
Number of Returns 
on v¥hich Suggestion 
Appeared 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Have more Discuss i on- Periods in Class 1 
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THble 23. General Suggestions Offered by Former Students 
(continued) 
Suggestions Number of Returns 
on Which Suggest i on 
Appeared 
Other Suggestions (con tinued) 
Give Students more Responsib ility 1 
Show the Practical Applications of 1 
the Subject being Taught 
Value of completion of high 'school. Twenty-three of 
those responding sugg ested that the importance of a high 
school education should be stressed. These were students 
who did not finish their high school work and later 
regret t ed this action. 
Study habits. Eighteen of those survey ed suggested 
that students would do more studying if they were taught 
how to correctly study for an assignment. 
Social Arts Course. That more courses be offered 
in the Social Arts Curriculum was suggested by 12. This 
group needs courses wh ich are of practical value to t hem 
and which are designed to hold their interest. 
The suggestions received were interesting; teachers 
and a dministrat ors recognize the need for these indicated 
chang es ~~d are constantly trying to carry out these 
and sL~i lar ones. 
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CHAPTER VI 
Stn'd!VlARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
I. SUlVIJViARY 
This follow-up study represents the finding s of a 
survey of 196 former students of the Alonzo K. Learned 
High School at Hoiliden, Massachusetts. The number who 
g raduated from the school was ascertained as well as the 
present occupation of these former students. Students ' 
opinions concerning the value of various cours e s were 
polled; they were asked to list the most valuable as well 
as those of less value. This study was conducted on 
a small scale and so no general conclus ions may be drawn 
conclusively from it but it may prove of value in future 
decisions concerning the school system which was surveyed. 
II. CONCLUS IONS 
The fo llowing statements may be presented as a 
result off the study: 
l. Fifteen per cent of all girls were married within 
one year after they left high school; 23 per cent 
were married wi thin two years; 25 per cent wer e 
married at the end of four years . 
2 . Nine per cent of a ll the boys were married within 
four years after they left high school. 
3. Fifty- three per cent of all former students were 
employ ed and 24 per cent were enrolled as students 
in some s chool of special training. 
4 . Of all the students enrolled in the classes of 
1945, 1946, and 1947, 65 per cent g raduated. 
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5. The largest drop-out of non-gr aduates occurred in 
the third year with 13 per cent of all students 
surveyed leaving at that time. 
6 . Fifty-eight per cent o~ all non-graduates were 
enrolled in a combination of different courses. 
Only 18 per cent of those who did not finish high 
school were enrolled in any course designed to 
adequately prepare them for the future. 
7. Fifty-five per cent of the graduates were enrolled 
in either the college preparat ory course or the 
business course. 
8. Of all the students in the high school, 46 per cent 
were not enrolled in any definite course. 
9. The reason given mo st frequently by non-graduates 
for leaving school was lack of interest; the reason 
g iven the next most frequently wa s entrance into 
the services. 
10. Fifty-six per cent of all students polled have 
attended some school after they left the Alonzo 
K. Learned High School. 
11. Of those who received further training, 23 per cent 
enrolled in four-year coll eges, 11 per cent attended 
junior colleges, and 11 per cent studied at schools 
of nursing. 
12. English and t ypewriting were the subjects most fre-
quently listed as the most valuable . 
13. Algebra I and French were listed most often as the 
least valuable. 
14. More students listed shorthand and trades as those 
subjects which they wished they had studied than 
did any others. 
15. Of the students studying the college preparatory 
course in high school, 63 per cent went on for 
further training. 
1 6 . Of the students studying the business course in 
high school, 55 per cent were either emp loy ed in 
business or enrolled at a business colleg e. 
17. nore graduates of the Alonzo K. Learned High School 
are employ ed in office positions than in any other 
single occupation. 
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18. 
19. 
20 . 
21 . 
22. 
23. 
More non-graduates are employ ed as machin e operators 
than in any other position. 
Forty- six per cent of these former students a re 
eng aged in work for which they received p revious 
traini ng in school. 
Sixty-two per cent of the fo rmer students who were 
p olled secured their emp l oyment by me ans of a 
per sonal app lic ation . 
Of those forme r students who are n ovv employ ed, 50 
per cent are still engag ed in the ir initial 
occupation. 
Fifty-six p er cent of those polled are entirely 
satisfied with their present positions. 
More former students chang ed posi tions in order 
to secure a better po sition than for any other 
reason. 
24. Twenty-four per cent of those p olled would like 
to discu ss their educational and vocati onal 
problems with some competent person. 
25. The s ection devo t ed to suggestions by former students 
who took part in the survey shows that many of 
these former students wish they h ad studied harder 
and had received train ing for a defin ite occupation . 
III . GENEHAL FINDINGS 
Thi s study has pointed the way toward many c hang es 
which should be brought about in our system of secondary 
school education. 
Our students need more guidance in order that their 
high school trainin g may be pointed toward this goal 
of the future whi ch they s hou ld choose early in their 
high school experience. 
The girls should h ave mo re work in the field of 
h ome economi cs and the boy s should be offered a wider 
rang e of sub jects in t he social arts cours e . This 
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course should be revised to include more subjects which 
would appeal to the students who does not intend to continu 
hls educa t:i.on after high school . These would be subjects 
devoted mainly to occupat ions and citizenship. 
The courses of s t udy need revision. The student 
should take a more active part in the clas s room procedure 
than he now does. 
The business program should be enlarg ed a nd instructio · 
in the u se of office machines should be of f ered . 
Many of these changes are not p o ssible at t he p resent 
time but the need of planning for them is one o.f the 
finding s of thls study. 
A follow-up study should be conducted at regular 
intervals, making t he survey a class project. ~he school 
must know the succes s es and f ailure s of those in the past 
if it is to aid t h ose of the nresent and future . 
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b_ FOLLC1J/..: t!:!! STUDY 
OF FORJ.~R ALO:EZO K. L~ATIJ.'~D EIGH SCHO_OL ST1T]):SNTS 
I Fersonal Infor mation 
a . Name 
(Las t) "{First) O:iddle Initia l) 
b, Pr esent Address 
(1\fumber) (Stree t) (T own) 
' 
c. Harried Girls 
(":'lri te maiden name here) 
d, Uarita l Status (Fl e:ou:3 e underscore) 
Earried S ingle Divorced '.7idowed 
e • If marri ed; hm'r soon were you mo.:trried a fter you l eft 
school? (Pleas e underscore ) 
1 y ear 2 yea rs 3 yea r s 4 yea rs 
f. At t he pr e Bent tj_me , 'Vha t is your employmen t status? 
{~l ea s e unde r scor e one or more if they apply) 
3xan~pl e : :Smnloyed Hou sev;ife 
Employ ed Unemployed ~nd Seeking -.7 ork 
Unemployed and not Se ek i ng '7ork Student 
In t he Service Hou sewife 
II Educ a tiona l Informa ti on 
a . Cours e follo;'Ied vihile in high school (Please Underscore) 
College Pr epar a t or y 
Combination of course s 
Bu s ine ss t:anua l Arts 
b, Ree.son(s) for l eaving sch ool ( Pl eas e Underscore) 
Gra dua. ted Low r.:arks Fina ncia l :::Teed 
Ente r ed Armed Services La ck cif Int erest 
Other Reasons ( Pl ease Snecify) 
• 
( 2} 
c. School( s) at t ,_;;nded since you l eft Ho l uen High School 
(Includd ~ny s choo ls a ttend ed whil e in the service) 
:rrc:w1e 2,nd Loc c:t tion 
of School 
( :Sxample) : 
Inclusive De,t e s 
from to 
Subj e ct or 
Course S tud ied 
De g r ee ., 
Di ploma or 
Certificn. t e 
Becker's College 
"':torc es ter 
Sept .. 
1942 
June Secre t o.rial Certifica t e 
1944 
d. '7hich of the; subj e ct s tha t you took ir .. high school 
h av e b een of tlw g re ::'. t c s t bencf i t to you? ( Underscore) 
3nglish U . S. Hi s tory 
Art t:od e rn l1istory 
S e1n ing Problems of De~ocracy 
Algebra I --.rorld Eis tory 
1:echanica l Draw ing Fhys ics 
Franch Chemistry 
Biology 
Spc.nish Gc:;neral ScLmce 
Type'~Nri t ing · Phys ic a l ~duc ation 
Shorth?.nd Al gc:;bra II 
Bookkeep ing P l a n e Ge ome try 
Cooking Solid Ge ome try 
1:usic Trigonometry 
( 3} 
e . '7hich of t he subj e cts t hf:;. t you t ook i n h i gh school 
h2ve been of t he l east benefit to vou (I' l a~se u d  .· C::Cc •. . nr 8r-
800r e ) 
::Lngli sh U . S . IUs tory 
) .. rt l.1 ode r n Hi s tory 
S ew i ng Probl ems of Democra cy 
Algebr3.. I '.7orld J:Us tory 
~echanical Dr 2wing Physi cs 
Frenc h Ch2mi s try 
Bi ology 
Spe:m ish Ge n e r :.: l So i Gne e 
I'hys ic c.l l :Sd.uc a ti on 
Shorthan d Algeb r a II 
I. ookkeening P l an.:; G-eome try 
Cooking Solid Geome try 
::.Ius ic Trigonometr y 
f. -·/h icll s ub j •>;:: ts no t e l ec t ed or \7hich v1erc.=; not offer0d, 
do y ou now wi sh you had stud i ed ? ( Tl easo li s t be low) 
--------------- -------
g . In vrh ich yeevr did you l ec.-cvc n i gh s chool? ( F l eas e Under-
score) 
fir s t second t h ird fourt h g r a dua t e d 
( 4) 
III E:m.ployr·~cmt Info.~tion 
a . :E:m.p loyment R.:; c ord 
Hame a nd Location 
of :8r.:ployer 
De nholm a nd LcKay 
Co., "7crc es t e r 
"("first jo~ 
-----( s e c ond j ob) 
(th ird j ob} 
-.....----r f our t h job J 
(fifth jobj 
Dat e s of 
Employment 
(from to) 
Jo'Q Title 
June Seut. S a l e s g irl 
1946 1947 
--- -~ 
..----.---·-
Principnl Tiuti c s 
Selling l.:ds e . 
b. Re e.s ons for l oc:-w ing position( s) ( l 1l o2 s o Underscor e ) 
Offe r e d b e tt or j ob 
Dislike d '7ork 
@thor wor k e rs we r e h a r d to ge t a long with 
Laid off 
Feed 0d a t hor.'1e 
Other Re e:-.c ens ( j·-: 1 ·· ' ~ <> ' " ,... ·n ·:> C 1. fy ) • . -· ~ ~·~ ~ OJ.·" " , 
• 
( 5) 
o. lm'r did you secure yov.r position(s)? 
(IlGase Underscore) 
:r-·a r e ts Fri e nd 
P e rs nal Applic a tion 
Ea ss, Employment Service 
Qt .h e rs not li s t e d ( Plc;ase Spc;cify) 
I 
.,.~:;.· • I • 
----~----·---------~----------------~----------------~----------------
d. r e you s a ti s fi e d with your pr esent p osition? 
( I 'l c2,se Und :~rsc ore j 
::;nti e ly se.ti s fi •3d Somevrh a t so.tisfi ed 
Some\ h a t dissatisfi ed Very dj.s sati s fi e d 
e . · ould y ou like to d i s cuss your educ atiom:~ l or vocntiona l 
situa tion ·:r i th some compe t e nt person? 
( P l ease Und e r s core ) 
ns lTO 
f.. n ·wha t v1ay could your high s chool tra ining he~v e been of 
mor.:; a id to you? (F l easc b e spe cific) 
--------~-~~---~----~-···-------------------------· 
---.--+------·----;,-·--·------------·-------------------
----+-------------------------------·-----------
-+---·......,...----.,.......,.-----~-------------------_,...._ 
-----+-----·----------~-------------~-- ------------------~------· 
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Alonzo K. Learned High School 
Holden, Massachusetts 
May 17, 1948 
Dear Former Holden High School Students: 
We at the Holden High School are conducting a follow-
up survey of all students leaving our school during the 
past three years. 
We are asking you to fill out the enclosed question-
naire for the following reasons: 
1. To learn what you are now doing in order that we 
may better prepare those students who are nov1 in our 
high school. 
2 . To learn what subjects which you studied in school 
have proved most useful to you in the work which you are 
now doing . This will aid us in evaluating our curriculum. 
3 . To gain from you suggestions as to how the school 
might have been of more aid to you than it wa s in order 
that we may be of better service to students in the future. 
4 . To renew our link with our former students . We 
are interested in what you are doing, how you feel about 
your school, and any plans which you might have for the 
future . 
Will you please give approximately ten minutes of 
your time to fill out the attached questionnaire, place 
it in the enclosed envelope and return it to us? Any 
information which you give will be strictly confidential 
and will be used only to provide statistics for us. 
Your cooperation in aiding us in this study will 
be greatly appreciated. 
Sincerely yours, 
Raleigh B. Bubar, Principal 
Kathryn M. Stafford, Faculty 
Second Let ter Sent 
Alonzo K. Learned High School 
Holden, Massachu setts 
May 24, 1948 
Dear Former Holden High School Student : 
Did y ou receive our let t e r asking you to take part 
in the survey which we are conduct ing of all f ormer 
students of the high school? 
We would appreciate your cooperat ion very much in 
this study; the value of the swvey will be determined 
largely by the number of former students tak i ng part i n 
it. 
Enclosed please find a questionnaire. Won't you 
please fill it out, and give it t o the student who brought 
you this letter. 
Sincerely yours, 
Kathryn M. Staff ord 
Post Card Form Used 
Dear Former Student: 
Alonzo K. Learned High School 
Holden , Massachusetts 
June 3, 1948 
May we hear from you as your part in the survey 
which vve are making? 
Nearly all of the returns are in; we are striving 
for a 100 per cent return, so, won't you please take 
a few minutes, fill out the questionnaire which was sent 
to you, and return it to us? 
Sincerely yours, 
Kathryn~. Staffor d 
CURRICULUM OF THE ALONZO K. LEARNED HIGH SCHOOL II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
.\ 
1947 - 1948 
Classical College 
Preparatory 
Required: 
English I 
Algebra 
Physical Education 
Elect 1: 
General Science 
Latin I 
World History 
First Year 
Second Year 
Required: 
English II 
French I 
Plane Geometry 
Physical Education 
Elect 1 in addition to 
Typewriting : 
Biology 
Latiri II 
Mechanical Drawing 
Typewriting I 
Required: 
English III 
French II 
Algebra II 
Physical Education 
Elect 1: 
College Chemistry 
Modern History 
Third Year 
Problems of Democracy 
..:::;;... _ _:...= =--=::.......:- 4 -==------- ~ -· ---==- --·-
Tec~~ical College 
Preparatory 
,, 
,I 
II 
li 
li 
Required: JJ 
English I \l, 
Algebra 
Physical Education li 
Elect 2: 
General Science 
Latin I 
World History 
Required: 
English II: 
French I 
Plane Geometry 
Physical Education 
Elect 1 in addition to 
'Typewriting: 
Biology 
Latin II 
Mechanical Drawing 
Typewriting I 
'I 
1, 
!I 
:I 
'I 
" Required: 1'\ English III I 
College Chemistry l'!l Algebra II 
French II 
Physical Education ' 
Elect 1: 
Modern History 
Problems of' Dem. 
-- .=.=::--_..;:::: ~ -
I 
J 
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' 
I 
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Curriculum (continued) 
Classical College 
Preparatory 
Required : 
English IV 
College Chemistry 
U.S. His tory ·· 
Physical Education 
Elect 1: 
French III 
Fourth Year 
Solid Geometr~ t yr. 
Trigonometry 2 yr. 
Modern History 
Proh . of Dem. 
Technical College 
Preparatory 
Required: 
English IV 
II 
I 
I; 
jl 
I College Chemistry 
U.S. History ~ 
Solid Geometri t yr . 
Trigonometry 2 yr. I 
Physical Education ! 
Elect 1: 
French III 
Modern History 
Prob. of Dem. 
Note: Algebra II is required for College Physics. A 
grade of B- or better in Algebra I is a pre-
requisite for Algebra II. 
I 
.I 
II 
II 
II 
li 
I 
J 
II 
L 
I 
I 
_1_ 
COMMERCIAL CURHICULUM 
I . 
I 
It 
I 
First Year 
Required: 
English I 
General Mathematics or 
Algebra 
Physical Education 
Elect 2: 
Civics i year 
Comm. Geography 
General Science 
Home Economics I 
Latin I 
world History 
Third Year 
Required: 
l 2 year 
English III 
Bookkeeping I 
Stenography I 
Typewriting II 
Physical Education 
Elect 1: 
French II 
General Chemistry 
Modern History 
Problems of Democracy 
Home Economics III 
- -- =----~~--== 
Second Year 
Required: 
English II 
Typewriting l 
Physical Education 
Elect 3: 
Biology 
French I 
Home Economics II 
Latin II 
Plane Geometry 
World History 
Fourth Year 
Required: 
English Iv · 
Stenography II 
Typewriting III 
u.s. History 
Physical Education 
Elect 1: 
· French III 
General Chemistry 
Modern History 
Problems of Dem. 
HOme Economics III 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1: 
I' II 
II 
ll 
II ,, 
j; 
1\ 
I 
I. 
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SOCIAL ARTS - BOYS 
First Year 
Required: 
English I 
General Science 
Algebra. or 
General Mathematics 
Physical Education 
Elect 1: 
Civics ~ year 
Cormn. Geog. ~ year 
World History 
Third Year 
Required: 
English III 
Physical Education 
Problems of Democracy 
Elect 2: 
Bookkeeping I 
General Chemistry 
Modern History 
Mechanical Drawing II 
Second Year 
Required: 
English II 
Biology 
Algebra or 
Practical Geometry 
Physical Education 
Elect 1 in addition to 
Typewriting: 
French I 
Cooking 
Vvorld His tory 
Mechanical Drawing l 
!I I. 
Fourth Year 
Required: 
English IV 
U.S. History 
Physical Education 
Elect 2: 
General Chemistry 
Problems of Dem. 
Modern History 
Mech. Drawing II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
;\ 
1: 
1\ 
II 
'i 
I 
SOCIAL ARTS - GIRLS 
First Year 
Required: 
English I 
Algebra or 
General Mathematics 
Physical Education 
Elect 2: 
Civics ~ year 
Comm. Geog. ~ year 
Home Economics I 
World History 
Third Year 
Required: 
English III 
Physical Education 
Problems of Democracy 
Elect 2: 
==-----=r-~ = 
Bookkeeping I 
French II 
General Chemistry 
Modern History 
Home Ec. III 
Second Year 
Required: 
English II 
Biology 
Physical Education 
Elect 2 in addition to 
Typewriting: 
French I 
Cooking 
Wan·ld His tory 
Practical Geometry 
Fourth Year 
Required: 
English IV 
U.S. History 
Physical Education 
Elect 2: 
General Chemistry 
Prob. of Democracy 
Modern H1story 
Home Ec. III 
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